New Jersey English Journal
Volume 2 New Jersey English Journal

Article 19

2013

An Ode to the Timed Essay
Andy Hueller
St. Paul Academy and Summit School in Minnesota

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/nj-english-journal

Recommended Citation
Hueller, Andy (2013) "An Ode to the Timed Essay," New Jersey English Journal: Vol. 2, Article 19.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/nj-english-journal/vol2/iss1/19

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at Montclair State University Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in New Jersey English Journal by an authorized editor of Montclair
State University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@montclair.edu.

Liz deBeer
remarked he had“never thought about that
before.” How could such a conversation be
emulated via technology? Maybe a similar one
could be generated with an interactive blog, but
it’s not the same. When I used to train student
teachers, I kept stressing them to “Make the
connection.” This means both connecting with
the kids and with the key points of the lesson. An
effective teacher inspires kids—something that

could never be achieved by an electrical apparatus.
My school recently received a grant that gives
each student a laptop, leaving me with no choice
but to bring technology into the classroom. While
websites like Edmodo, Quizlet, StudyIsland, and
others,are helpful tools, which I gladly embrace,
when former students tell me they loved my class
or learned a lot, I know it’s not the website to
which they are referring. It’s me.
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An Ode to the Timed Essay
The percussive punching of laptop keys.
The delicate surgery of longhand composition—
in each student’s hand, a pencil/scalpel.
Watch the students’ stares around the room—
concentrated, eyes narrowed;
distant, unseeing from exhaustion;
bug-eyed, eyebrows raised: that’s frustration.
Silent yawns become watery eyes.
Sneezes muffled in arm crooks.
Deep breaths sucked in
then forced out through sealed lips, bangs fluttering.
Legs kick beneath the table—
they want to be anywhere but here.
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